Minimally invasive management of colon cancer.
One of the most controversial issues in minimally invasive surgery has been the implementation of laparoscopic techniques for the curative resection of colorectal malignancies. Initial concerns included the potential violation of oncologic principles, the effects of carbon dioxide, and the phenomenon of port site tumor recurrence. Basic science research and large randomized controlled trials are now demonstrating that these fears were unjustified. Long-term outcomes of laparoscopic colon resection compared with open colon resection for malignancy are comparable, and there may even be a survival benefit for a subset of patients who undergo laparoscopic resection.